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Vol, IV-, No. 3.] Bulletin of the Torbey Botanical Club. [New York, March, 1873. 
DEATH OF DR. TORREY. 

On the evening of the 29th of January, Dr. Torrey pre- 
sided at the meeting of the Club for the last time. We all 
noticed that he looked more infirm than usual, and the shadow 
of the coming event fell upon us. The next day he had an 
attack of pleurisy, which left him too weak to recover. He pre- 
served, however, the clearness of his mind to the last. Not being 
able to meet with us on the 25th of February, he sent us a cheerful 
note and a botanical communication which we publish below. He 
died about 6 p. m., Monday, March 10th. The funeral services were 
performed at Dr. Hastings Church, on 42d Street, Thursday, March 
13th. The members of the Club from far and near attended in a 
body, each wearing a sprig of Torreya, as an appropriate badge. 
Among the mourners were representatives of the Society of the Cin- 
cinnati, and of the various academic and scientific associations with 
which the Dr. had been identified for the greater part of the century. 
The pall-bearers were Dr. Parker, Dr. Delafield, Dr. Agnew, Prof. 
Asa Cray, Prof. Henry, Gen. Roome, President Barnard, and Mr. 
Albinola. The profuse offerings of flowers to mark affection for the 
dead were certainly never more appropriate. The body was con- 
veyed the next day to Wood lawn Cemetery. 

Dr. Torrey was in his 77th year, and from boyhood had been de- 
voted to Science, and rendered her effective service. When a mere 
lad, as we have heard him relate, he corresponded with Curt Spren- 
gel, one of the most eminent botanists of his day. His Catalogue of 
the Plants about New York was reported to the Lyceum, of which 
he was a founder, in 1817, when he was nineteen years old. His 
influence upon the development of the science of Botany in this 
country has been from that time to the present so large and so con- 
stant, and his intercourse with its students so extensive, so instruc- 
tive and so genial, that probably every botanist in America feels 
that in him we have lost a scientific father and a personal friend. 
On another occasion a more competent hand will present the record 
of his contributions to Botany. 

The sense of a great loss comes especially home to the members of 
the Club, who for the last six years have been in the habit of meeting 
him monthly. The social character of our reunions gave us oppor- 
tunity to become acquainted not only with his learning, his sagacity, 
his caution, and his integrity — qualities inseparable from a 
high scientific standing ; but also with his personal bearing, his en- 
thusiasm, his ingenuosness, his friendliness, his geniality — charms 
which suffered no impair by the touch of time*. To be interested in 
Botany was a recommendation to Dr. Torrey : the person shared in 
his love for the science. This was touchingly shown in the tender- 
ness with which he always recalled the departed, and to this trait, 
no doubt, was partly due his wide influence. The cordiality with 

* On his return from Florida last Spring, the Dr. was rallied upon going 
to seek the Fountain of Youth, when he retorted, " Give me the Fountain of 
Old-age. The longer I live the more I enjoy myself." There is nothing finer 
in the Be Seneetute. 
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which he extended to us the use of his library and herbarium, the 
kindly interest with which he entered into our inquiries, 
assisted us with his advice, and bore us in mind when he was absent 
in the South or West, and, in a word, the habit we had of referring to 
him in all our botanical interests, make us feel almost that with his 
the life of the Club has departed. 

That this feeling exists is perhaps the most genuine homage that 
could be paid to the worth of our late President. Against it, how- 
ever, it is our duty to strive. It was certainly not for want of so- 
cial opportunities that a man so much in request gave up his even- 
ings to us, but to foster the interests of his favorite science, to which 
the organization of the Club gave promise of contributing. And, on 
our part, when we adopted his name in his lifetime, the proposer of 
that title certainly, and probably all of us wished to convey to him the 
assurance that it was a name that we" would not willingly let die,'' 
but would endeavor to honor in efforts for the advancement of the 
study of Botany in this vicinity, and even more widely, if in any 
way we should be able. In fact we almost promised this in so many 
words the last time he met with us. It devolves upon us, likewise, 
as the only organization in this community especially devoted to 
this science, to watch over the interests of the Herbarium, in which 
we have had our being, and whose fate was a constant source of 
anxiety to its founder. The sense of these duties, it is believed, 
will carry the Club forward. 

14. Dr. Torrey's last communication to the Club.— [Dr. Torrey 
not being able to meet with the Club, Feb. 25th, sent the following 
note to the temporary chairman.] 

The day after the last meeting of the Club, I was attacked with 
Pleurisy. This, with very active treatment for several days, was 
cured, so that I suffered no more pain ; but I was left so extremely 
weak, that ever since I have spent most of my time in bed. It is 
about a month that I have not been allowed to go down stairs. 
It is nearly fifty years since I had a sickness of more than a few 
days duration. My physician thinks that I am now slowly 
mending. 

As /am not the Botanical Club, it seemed best that a regular 
meeting should be held, although I shall not be able to join your 
company. Tell the members how much I regret this deprivation ; 
but I shall be with you in fraternal sympathy, and hope you will 
have a good time. I send, as my representative, the picture painted 
by my niece, Mrs. Daniell, of the Herbarium with your chairman 
sitting at his work ! * * * * 

The following you can read to the Club and then use it for the 
Bulletin. John Tobrey. 

Columbia College, Feb. 25th, 19,1%. 

15. On a new species of Phyllanthus.— In the Pacific R. R. Expe- 
dition of the late Gen.. Whipple, in 1853-54, the botanist, Dr. G. M. 
Bigelow, collected, on the sandy banks of the Canadian River, a 
low annual plant having all the characters of a Phyllanthus, but 
differing from all the described species of that numerous genus 
(and indeed from the whole order of Euphorbiaceaa) in the position 



